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CONFLICT DEVELOPMENTS 
 

- Ahead of the first anniversary of Russia’s full-scale invasion of Ukraine on 24 February, it was feared 

that another large-scale attack by the Russian army would take place. Even though no new offensives 

were launched, the intensity of hostilities in the Donetsk and Luhansk oblasts remains high. Once 

warmer weather sets in,  the hostilities are likely to gather steam. The Armed Forces of the Russian 

Federation (hereinafter: AFRF), with the assistance of private paramilitary groups, continued to 

advance in the Donetsk oblast, around the cities of Bakhmut, Mariinka, Shakhtarsk and Vuhledar, as 

well as in the Luhansk oblast near Kreminna. Attempts were undertaken by Russian subversion and 

reconnaissance groups to enter the Kharkiv oblast from Russian territory.  

- Not able to push the Ukrainian army back from cities in the Donetsk oblast, Russian troops are 

demolishing them with artillery and air force. For example, the city of Mariinka no longer exists, if  

photos and footage shared in early March are correct. Prior to 2021, 9000 people lived there. The 

Ukrainian Armed Forces (hereinafter: AFU) deployed near Mariinka are exhausted, having no 

resources to mount a large-scale counteroffensive. Furthermore, the awaited retreat of the AFU 

from Bakhmut has not happened.  

- According to the Ukrainian government, as of 6 March the Russian Federation (hereinafter: Russia) 

lost 154.000 soldiers. After incurring heavy losses, along with appeals made by the families of 

Russian soldiers from Tatarstan and Tuva, the units comprised of volunteers were sent back home. 

Afterwards, there was a torrent of new appeals made by Russian conscripts and their families, asking 

the Russian political leadership to send them home.  

- The tactics of Russia’s large-scale strikes and drone attacks have changed. In the second half of 

February, “point attacks” targeting specific cities or objects were predominant, which may be 

explained by the dearth of missiles and drones. On 10 February, the AFRF mounted the largest  

missile and drone attack in February (61 out of 71 Russian missiles were downed by the Ukrainian 

air defense). Also, 29 C-300 missiles were launched on Ukrainian cities located close to the Russian 

border. On 10 February, 20 kamikaze drones were shot down, while another 4 were downed on the 

following day. On 16 February, Ukraine was attacked by 36 missiles, 16 of which were neutralized by 

the AFU. On 18 February, another massive missile attack took place. Ukraine was subjected to 16 

missiles and 4 air strikes. Two “Calibre” missiles were downed by the AFU. On 26-27 February the 

AFRF mounted a further massive attack using 14 kamikaze drones, most of which were downed by 

the AFU. On the night of 6 March, another attack was launched with the use of 15 kamikaze drones, 

13 of which were shot down. Also, residential blocks of the large cities of Kherson, Zaporizhzhia and, 

Pokrovsk were subjected to missile attacks. In addition, the cities of Kharkiv, Khmelnytskyi, 

Marhanets, Kupyansk, Kramatorsk, Siversk, Myrnohrad, Vuhledar, Avdiivka, Polohy, Orikhiv, 

Vovchansk, Beryslav, Slovyansk, Chasiv Yar and other settlements located in the Chernihiv, Kharkiv, 

and Sumy oblast were subjected to Russian shelling.  

https://censor.net/ua/news/3401999/vesnyanolitniyi_period_bude_duje_skladnym_my_gotovi_do_budyakogo_rozvytku_sytuatsiyi_skibitskyyi
https://ukranews.com/ua/news/916780-vijska-rf-prodovzhuyut-nastup-na-p-yaty-napryamkah-na-donbasi-a-na-harkivshhynu-namagalasya-zajty
https://ukranews.com/ua/news/916780-vijska-rf-prodovzhuyut-nastup-na-p-yaty-napryamkah-na-donbasi-a-na-harkivshhynu-namagalasya-zajty
https://www.unian.ua/war/viyna-v-ukrajini-u-merezhi-pokazali-foto-vipalenoji-dotla-mar-jinki-12167529.html
https://lb.ua/society/2023/03/06/547954_zsu_znishchili_shche_650_okupantiv_i_devyat.html
https://www.dialog.ua/war/267866_1676233419
https://interfax.com.ua/news/general/890489-amp.html
https://www.ukrinform.ua/rubric-ato/3670702-zbili-16-iz-36-raket-zaluznij-utocniv-informaciu-sodo-nicnoi-ataki-rf.html
https://kievvlast.com.ua/news/vorog-zdijsniv-teroristichnu-ataku-na-hmelnitsku-gromadu-zaginuv-ryativnik-dsns
https://war.obozrevatel.com/ukr/okupanti-vnochi-zapustili-po-ukraini-15-droniv-13-silam-ppo-vdalosya-zbiti.htm
https://most.ks.ua/news/url/cherez-obstril-bagatopoverhivki-na-tavrijskomu-u-hersoni-zaginula-zhinka/
https://www.ukrinform.ua/rubric-society/3677096-obstril-bagatopoverhivki-u-zaporizzi-zelenska-vislovila-spivcutta.html
https://www.gp.gov.ua/ua/posts/dvanadcyat-poranenix-cerez-obstril-bagatopoverxivki-v-pokrovsku-rozpocato-rozsliduvannya
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- The AFU, or local Ukrainian partisans, undertook a series of attacks on military and strategic targets 

in Russia and Belarus. For example, on 26 February, the Russian A-50 jet, which is used to detect 

aircraft, shipping, missiles, and other incoming projectiles at long ranges, was damaged as a result 

of an explosion at an airfield in Belarus. A string of attacks on Russian oil depots, airfields, and other 

military objects were launched. On 2 March, information about an armed unit composed of Russian 

citizens crossing the Russian border from Ukraine and engaging in combat with the Russian military 

in the  Bryansk oblast was shared. It was claimed that the AFU did not mount this attack. The Russian 

government interpreted this incident as a terrorist attack. Many media outlets assumed this was a 

Russian provocation aimed at accusing Ukraine of terrorism. 

 

HUMANITARIAN DIMENSIONS 
 

- According to the official data shared by juvenile prosecutors, 464 Ukrainian children have been killed 

with over 931 having been wounded to various degrees of severity. 16.221 children are considered 

to have been deported. In the Kherson oblast, over 200 inhabitants of a village were forcibly 

relocated and submitted to “the filtration procedure”. Their homes are now occupied by Russian 

troops, without the inhabitants’ permission. 3.151 educational facilities in Ukraine have been 

damaged by Russian bombardments and shelling, 440 of them have been totally destroyed. 

- At least 6.000 Ukrainian children were relocated through the chain of centers dealing with “re-

education and adoption” in occupied Crimea and Russia. According to the report issued by the 

Humanitarian Research Lab at the Yale School of Medicine, at least 43 such camps have been 

discovered. The camp has held those that have parents or custodians, as well as orphans. The 

youngest child in a camp is only 4 months old, while some of the children were placed in custody, 

with others being adopted by Russian families. 

- 1.877 Ukrainian settlements are now under Russian occupation. 180 Ukrainian political prisoners are 

being illegally detained in Russian prisons. 116 of them are Crimean Tatars.  

- 171 cases of sexual violence crimes are being investigated by the Ukraine’s Prosecutor General 

Office. 39 of the cases deal with men, while 13 of the victims are minors.   

- According to the Minister of Foreign Affairs of Ukraine, Dmytro Kuleba, as of today 29 countries have 

joined the coalition of countries supporting the creation of a Special Tribunal for the Crime of 

Aggression carried out by Russia. 

- In the temporarily occupied territories of the Kherson oblast, the local “administration” is taking 

measures aimed at the privatization of property. Abandoned houses are sealed, while signs are being 

hung saying that the houses have been transferred to the ownership of the local “administration”. 

Russian military personnel in the oblast are going from door to door, checking property ownership 

certificates.  

- Reprisals in the Zaporizhzhia oblast are increasing. A “special ID” is now required to be able to move 

between the occupied cities. Starting from March 1 such an ID can only be obtained by those in 

possession of a Russian passport.  

https://suspilne.media/397808-u-bilorusi-cerez-vibuhi-na-aerodromi-poskodzenij-rosijskij-litak-biloruskij-gaun/
https://tsn.ua/ato/ataka-ukrayinskoyi-drg-u-bryanskiy-oblasti-vsi-podrobici-i-video-onovlyuyetsya-2276620.html
https://www.gp.gov.ua/ua/posts/yuvenalni-prokurori-464-ditini-zaginula-v-ukrayini-za-rik-zbroinoyi-agresiyi-rf
https://www.gp.gov.ua/ua/posts/yuvenalni-prokurori-464-ditini-zaginula-v-ukrayini-za-rik-zbroinoyi-agresiyi-rf
https://www.facebook.com/GeneralStaff.ua/posts/pfbid0hScfSR4wjSCXoAAeNc3uNrHnGiAX5Ab8Z1Uc8NZmMyYBzAumZtcGm2MU265QM1xwl
http://www.golos.com.ua/article/368838
https://hub.conflictobservatory.org/portal/apps/sites/%23/home/pages/children-camps-1
https://prm.ua/zelenskyy-nazvav-kilkist-ukrainskykh-naselenykh-punktiv-okupovanykh-rosiieiu/
https://prm.ua/okupanty-utrymuiut-za-gratamy-180-politv-iazniv-bilshist-z-nykh-krymski-tatary-ombudsmen/
https://lb.ua/society/2023/03/05/547896_ofis_genprokurora_zafiksuvav_171.html
https://lb.ua/society/2023/03/05/547896_ofis_genprokurora_zafiksuvav_171.html
https://www.pravda.com.ua/news/2023/03/3/7391920/
https://uatv.ua/uk/rosijski-zagarbnyky-prodovzhuyut-teror-mistsevyh-zhyteliv-shho-vidbuvayetsya-v-okupovanyh-rajonah-pivdnya-ukrayiny/
https://www.rbc.ua/rus/news/rf-zmushue-lyudey-oformiti-spetsperepustki-1676475580.html
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- On the first anniversary of the war, the Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human 

Rights published confirmed data on civilian victims. According to it, 8.006 civilians have been killed, 

with 13.287 wounded since the beginning of the Russian invasion. However, the UN believes the 

actual number to be significantly higher.  

- During the first year of the full-scale invasion, Ukraine’s environment has suffered losses of about 

1,9 trillion UAH. According to these estimates, the damage inflicted on Ukraine’s local infrastructure 

amounts to 130 billion EUR.  

- It is expected that over the next 10 years Ukraine will face a demographic catastrophe on a scale 

that has not hit any other country before. Due to a considerable decline of its population and a high 

mortality rate, Ukraine’s population is expected to shrink to at least 35 million. 

- Overall Russian losses in Ukraine (killed and wounded soldiers) amount to 200-250.000. Such losses 

have broken a historical record set by the Soviet Union after WWII. According to the Commander of 

the Joint Forces the Armed Forces of Ukraine, Serhiy Nayev, the AFU manages to down “80% or even 

more” Russian missiles. However, the AFRF are changing tactics. According to the Deputy Minister 

of Justice of Ukraine, Ms. Vysotska, Ukraine spends at least 10.000 UAH a month on one Russian 

prisoner of war. Research conducted by an international group of lawyers has revealed that torture 

chambers in Kherson were part of “a thorough plan” devised by the Russian government. Large scale 

torture was funded by the Russian state.  

- Russians continue to block the rotation of experts from IAEA at the temporarily occupied territory 

of the Zaporizhzhia Nuclear Power plant (hereinafter: ZNPP). The plant continues to be actively 

militarized. Also, over 600 conscripts and cadets have arrived from Russia at the ZNPP. Currently, 

they are based in the plant’s bomb shelter, awaiting relocation to the Donetsk front. 

- Since the introduction of the “grain deal”,  43 countries have received more than 22 million tons of 

Ukrainian agricultural produce. Nevertheless, since October 2022 only 40% of possible export 

volume has been ensured due to Russia delaying the inspection of ships in the Bosporus. The lack of 

Ukrainian produce, which still holds leading positions in terms of grain exported, is compensated for 

by other countries, e.g., Australia. Interestingly, the Russian information agency TASS has reported  

an increase in the grain produce. However, such statistics also include Ukraine’s occupied territories. 

This report effectively includes stolen Ukrainian grain.  

- The Insider conducted research on the “Auchan Retail Russia” supplying goods for Russian troops. 

According to the research, both the Russian retailer and its head office in France were aware who 

the end users of their humanitarian aid were. Three weeks after the invasion, the French retailer 

acknowledged that Auchan goods were donated under the guise of humanitarian aid meant for 

civilians. However, according to the report, the company did not have any information about the 

end users. The Insider published receipts testifying to the donation of the goods being made with 

the involvement of 10 companies with ties to Saint Petersburg. In a phone conversation, 

representatives of 2 of the 10 companies admitted that the Auchan goods were destined for the 

Russian military on the front. The sum of the donations stood at 27.000 EUR.  

- Footage of a Ukrainian prisoner of war being gunned down allegedly by Russian soldiers after saying‚ 

“Glory to Ukraine” has been circulating on social networks. The Ukrainian Parliament Commissioner 

https://lb.ua/society/2023/02/22/546688_oon_zayavili_pro_zrostannya_kilkosti.html
https://dixigroup.org/analytic/vijna-rosi%25D1%2597-proti-ukra%25D1%2597ni-energetichnij-vimir-dixi-group-alert-23-lyutogo/
https://www.dw.com/uk/vijna-rosii-proti-ukraini-u-10-infografikah/a-64801366
https://biz.nv.ua/ukr/experts/strimke-znizhennya-naselennya-ukrajini-i-noviy-zakonoproyekt-shcho-pogirshuye-situaciyu-ostanni-novini-50307306.html
https://zaxid.net/vtrati_rf_v_ukrayini_dosyagli_istorichnogo_rekordu_z_chasiv_drugoyi_svitovoyi_n1558913
https://www.radiosvoboda.org/a/news-nayev-ppo-taktyka-rosiyi/32295100.html
https://www.radiosvoboda.org/a/news-nayev-ppo-taktyka-rosiyi/32295100.html
https://suspilne.media/403007-u-minusti-rozpovili-u-skilki-obhoditsa-utrimanna-rosijskih-polonenih/
https://suspilne.media/403007-u-minusti-rozpovili-u-skilki-obhoditsa-utrimanna-rosijskih-polonenih/
https://www.radiosvoboda.org/a/news-katuvannia-kherson-rf/32296742.html
https://www.slovoidilo.ua/2023/02/19/novyna/bezpeka/rosiya-blokuye-rotacziyu-ekspertiv-mahate-zaxoplenij-zaes-mzs
https://suspilne.media/391007-na-zaes-okupanti-zavezli-ponad-600-mobilizovanih-i-kursantiv-z-rf-energoatom/
https://gordonua.com/ukr/news/money/v-ramkah-zernovoji-initsiativi-ukrajinske-prodovolstvo-otrimali-43-krajini-eksport-mig-buti-bilshim-zelenskij-1651721.html
https://espreso.tv/z-zhovtnya-zernova-initsiativa-zabezpechue-lishe-40-mozhlivogo-eksportu-cherez-zatyaguvannya-rosieyu-perevirok-suden-u-bosfori-mininfrastrukturi
https://espreso.tv/z-zhovtnya-zernova-initsiativa-zabezpechue-lishe-40-mozhlivogo-eksportu-cherez-zatyaguvannya-rosieyu-perevirok-suden-u-bosfori-mininfrastrukturi
https://www.dw.com/uk/posol-turechchyna-sered-krain-kudy-rf-veze-kradene-zerno/a-62019752
https://theins.ru/en/politics/259857
https://www.lemonde.fr/en/investigations/article/2023/03/03/the-insider-provides-new-evidence-on-auchan-s-russian-activities-after-le-monde-investigation_6018043_231.html
https://www.lemonde.fr/en/investigations/article/2023/03/03/the-insider-provides-new-evidence-on-auchan-s-russian-activities-after-le-monde-investigation_6018043_231.html
https://www.pravda.com.ua/news/2023/03/6/7392206/
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for Human Rights, Dmytro Lubinets, said that the shooting of a prisoner of war is a violation of the 

Geneva conventions and is proof of another war crime committed by Russia.   

- On 3-5 March, Lviv hosted the international conference “United for Justice” which featured high-

ranking officials. The issues of a possible Special Tribunal for Russia’s political leadership, bringing 

those guilty of war crimes to justice and other questions related to international humanitarian law 

were discussed.  

 

POLITICAL AND ECONOMIC DIMENSIONS 
 

- Ukrainian President, Volodymyr Zelenskyy’s press conference on February 24 demonstrated the 

prevailing trend of external messages over internal. The President highlighted his success in 

drumming up international support for Ukraine and weapons deliveries. He called on international 

organizations to join the “Peace Formula”, as well as declaring his readiness to engage China and the 

countries of the Global South. Zelenskyy rejected the idea of compromises or negotiations before 

the liberation of the Ukrainian territories. The press conference showed that Ukrainian society feels 

that the government has failed to present a clear vision in terms of the economic and political 

development of the country in the post-war period. Society demands efforts to fight corruption and 

achieve justice despite war. The state authorities are ready to listen to criticism from society and 

businesses, as well as rectify mistakes.  

- The Ukrainian Ministry of Economy expects 3 million Ukrainian refugees to return home in the first 

year following the end of the war. 1,5 million refugees are expected to return in the second year. 

Overall, three quarters of all the refugees are expected to come back home. The Ministry has also 

revised the macroeconomic prognosis for 2023, predicting a decrease in GDP from 3,2% to 1%. These 

estimates are based on the assumption that hostilities will not end by mid-2023 and will last “almost 

the entire year”.  

- On 23 February the head of the Office of the President of Ukraine, Andriy Yermak, chaired over the 

extended meeting of the Presidium of local and regional authorities under the auspices of the head 

of state. On 4 March, Lviv hosted the first session of the Congress of local and regional authorities 

under the auspices of Ukraine’s President. It brought approximately 1.600 participants together. The 

event was held with the participation high-ranking officials, such as President Zelenskyy, Andriy 

Yermak (who is also the head of the Secretariat of the Congress of local and regional authorities), 

the head of the Verkhovna Rada, Ruslan Stefanchuk, and Ukraine’s Prime Minister, Denys Shmyhal.  
 

The fact that the Congress was held proves the following: 

- the unity among Ukrainian national and regional authorities, at least at the symbolic, 

administrative and managerial levels; 

- the end of the “diarchy” in the implementation of regional policies. Before, sway over 

regional executive authorities was held by Mr. Yermak and the former deputy head of the 

Office of the President of Ukraine, Kyrylo Tymoshenko; 

https://censor.net/ua/news/3404027/mijnarodnyyi_tsentr_iz_rozsliduvannya_rosiyiskyh_zlochyniv_v_ukrayini_maye_zapratsyuvaty_do_pochatku
https://aspi.com.ua/news/politika/preskonferenciya-volodimira-zelenskogo-na-rik-viyni-golovni-tezi-video%23gsc.tab=0
/Users/katerina/Desktop/National%20Platform%20/ENG%20дайджест/custody%20was%20taken%20of
https://biz.censor.net/news/3404024/minekonomiky_pogirshylo_prognoz_dlya_ekonomiky_cherez_zatyaguvannya_viyiny
https://rda-m-p.gov.ua/novini/za-doruchennyam-prezidenta-andrij-ermak-proviv-rozshirene-zasidannya-prezidii-kongresu-miscevih-ta-regionalnih-vlad-pri-glavi-derzhavi/
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- increasing influence wielded by Mr. Yermak, who has extended his control over the shifts 

in personnel in Ukrainian regions; 

- the consequences of the abolition of the Ministry of Communities and Territories are now 

clear. This ministry merged with the Ministry of Infrastructure. It would appear that a 

state body has “vanished” from the Ukrainian government that used to fulfill the tasks of 

working out the Strategy and priorities of state regional policies; 

- a new balance has been struck between regional executive authorities (military 

administrations) and local self-governing bodies. Despite the fact that local self-governing 

bodies have been kept as an institution, they have de facto been subordinated to regional 

executive authorities; 

- a vacuum still exists in the legal support for regional policies and local self-governing 

bodies. There are no unified rules of the game that would ensure effective cooperation 

amid war between military administrations, oblast self-governing bodies (oblast councils) 

and local self-governing bodies.  
 

A number of issues and decisions have been addressed with a view to averting a crisis at the 

regional and community levels and ensuring the preservation of local self-governing bodies in the 

context of martial law: 

- the government is preparing a decree on ensuring the financial resilience of communities 

(sources for funding local budgets amid war and during martial law); 

- according to Ukraine’s Prime minister, five priorities for a swift recovery have been 

identified:  energy, renovation of damaged housing, critical infrastructure, demining and 

economic recovery. The Prime Minister has also appealed to the heads of the military 

administrations to prepare project proposals as soon as possible that would cover these 

5 priorities in order to launch a swift recovery process as soon as the relevant laws have 

been passed; 

- de-centralization Commissions aim to identify the needs for the repair and renovation of 

housing and infrastructure. The commissions will be tasked to pay compensations to 

those affected. These commissions will be created within local authorities. They will be 

responsible for examining  compensation applications, inspecting destroyed housing and 

entering the relevant data into the Register of damaged and destroyed property; 

- the newly formed Agency for Recovery on the Ground will be engaged in the event that 

there is a need for a particular region or community to fund or support the 

implementation of projects; 

- the preparation of bills Nr. 6504 and 4298 to be reviewed by the parliament. These bills 

are aimed at enhancing the transparency and accountability of local authorities, while 

also protecting their personnel and implementing European standards for local self-

governance institutions in general; 

- the institutional capacities of local authorities will be strengthened. In particular, the 

launch of Offices for the support of reforms in communities is being planned (emergency 

https://galinfo.com.ua/news/shmygal_zaklykav_goliv_ova_yaknayshvydshe_pidgotuvaty_proiekty_vidnovlennya_395774.html
https://www.kmu.gov.ua/news/oleksandr-kubrakov-vystupyv-na-konhresi-mistsevykh-ta-rehionalnykh-vlad


 

 
                      This Ukraine Situation Report is prepared in the framework of the project “Building Resilience in Conflict Through 

Dialogue” funded by the European Union 

 

consulting support for local authorities in terms of the development of anti-corruption 

practices, work with recovery projects and the deployment of digital tools).  

 

INFORMATION WARFARE DIMENSIONS 
 

- Russia continues to use rhetoric aimed at mobilisation, while spreading anti-Western messages and 

narratives about the West posing a threat to Russia. 

- Support for Putin’s policy by Russians. Support of the “special military operation – SMO”. The 

Russian media spreads victorious messages about Russian resilience in the face of western sanctions. 

According to Moscow, Russia is experiencing economic growth. Russian official discourse insists on 

Russian citizens supporting and trusting their President. Putin is portrayed as a figure uniting the 

country and society. On 18 February, the all-Russian Center for Public Opinion Research said that 

79.1% of Russians trust Putin, with 76% approving of his work. 16.7% of respondents take issue with 

Putin’s policies. Putin’s address to the Federal Assembly is presented  in the media as a huge success, 

in particular, his messages about the legitimacy of retaking Russia’s “historical lands” during the so-

called “SMO” and the support of those fighting in it. The Russian information space claims that 

Putin’s address evoked interest across the globe, claiming that this was a world-class speech. Several 

narratives regarding historical lands have been circulated. The Russian media believe that Russian 

society has shown more interest in Putin’s address this year than in 2022. 

- Routinization of the war in Russian societal discourse. Militarization of society. On the whole, 

Russian narratives are aimed at routinising the war within Russian society since it is going to be 

“protracted”. According to official messages, the war is necessary and legitimate as Russia needs to 

stand up to “the countries of the collective West” which are trying to destroy it. It is believed that 

the West intends to “capture the entire post-Soviet space”. The war is presented as the unification 

of Russian society to respond to threats. A romantic image of war is being forged with the help of 

Russian pop-culture (e.g., the concert at Luzhniki on 22 February featuring Russian celebrities singing 

songs about the “SMO”, etc.). Narratives about national unity in supporting the “SMO” are being 

promoted. The media are appealing to big names in Russian music and cinematography. A positive 

image of Russian fighters in the “SMO” is being built. Commercial events are held to honour them 

(e.g., the alley of memory in Syktyvkar, monuments in Tambov). The contest under the aegis of the 

Russian President of scultpure works to immortalize the memory of Russian heroes fallen in 2019-

2024 is ongoing. Society is being actively mobilized and militarized. The participants of the “SMO” 

were invited to attend Putin’s annual address. Messages about the “shift of the elites” are appearing. 

In particular, social benefits and the advancement of political careers are promised to those who 

have gone to fight in the war, to “assault Mariupol and Bakhmut” since they are building a “new 

Russian state, a military empire”. Narratives about the decision to have the Russian economy switch  

to “war needs” are being circulated. However, Putin denied the need for such measures in his 

address to the Federal Assembly.   

- Victories of the Russian army. Hidden conflicts between the Ministry of Defense and the Wagner 

paramilitary group. Messages are being promoted about victory in the war. Russian propagandist 

https://ria.ru/20230224/ekonomika-1853857484.html
https://ria.ru/20230217/putin-1852595843.html
https://ria.ru/20230221/putin-1853468685.html
https://ria.ru/20230222/putin-1853571021.html
https://www.interfax.ru/russia/887419
https://ria.ru/20230227/poslanie-1854563249.html
https://ria.ru/20230225/zapad-1854320072.html
https://www.interfax.ru/russia/887440
https://ria.ru/20230222/zvezdy-1853247093.html
https://pg11.ru/news/96409
https://top68.ru/news/society/2023-02-22/tambovchanin-predstavit-svoy-maket-pamyatnika-soldatam-svo-na-vserossiyskom-konkurse-150673
http://nashigeroi.site/
http://nashigeroi.site/
https://ria.ru/20230220/poslanie-1853128306.html
https://ria.ru/20230220/rossiya-1852999905.html
https://www.mk.ru/politics/2023/02/27/lukashenko-poka-rossiya-ne-postavila-ekonomiku-na-voennye-relsy-nado-ostanovit-konflikt-na-ukraine.html
https://www.justmedia.ru/news/economy/ekonomiku-rossii-ne-budut-perevodit-na-voyennyye-relsy
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media claim that Ukraine is doomed to defeat and that no Western equipment whatsoever would 

help Kyiv. At the same time, Russia sees the West as a party to this war. Russian media maintain that 

the AFRF are victorious in their military operations, “having broken through Ukrainian tight defensive 

lines in the Luhansk oblast”. Also, Moscow insists on the Russian army achieving success in the 

Zaporizhzhia and Donetsk oblasts (purportedly, Russian troops have established control over 

Krasnaya Gora, a settlement close to Bakhmut with almost 500 residents before the war). All 

settlements of the Donetsk oblast are referred to by Russians as strategically important. Stress is 

placed on the resilience of Russian troops. The “Wagner” group claims that it is their units that are 

advancing in the Donetsk oblast. The Russian Ministry of Defense rejects any information about war 

casualties, claiming that Ukraine is attempting to sow panic among Russians by spreading footage 

on social networks showing the Russian army sustaining losses. New heads of four Russian military 

districts have been appointed. In parallel, the conflict between the head of the “Wagner” group, 

Prigozhyn, and the Russian Ministry of Defense was mainly glossed over in Russian media in 

February. On 9 February, the “Wagner” group ceased recruiting inmates from Russian prisons. A 

discussion about the war was held on Telegram channels, especially those run by Russian “war 

correspondents” with ties to Prigozhyn. However, there was information about “Wagnerites” calling 

on the Russian Ministry of Defense to supply them with “munitions”. Nevertheless, Russian official 

media mainly wrote about the edge that Russian troops has over Ukrainian forces in terms of 

munitions supply (in response to messages spread on Telegram channels about the shortage of 

munitions). Prigozhyn has reported advances of the AFRF, including their capture of settlements. In 

February, the Kremlin was reluctant to publicly comment on the disagreements between the 

“Wagner” group and the Russian Ministry of Defense (the issue being that Prigozhyn’s men fall short 

of support from the Ministry). Kremlin Spokesman, Dmitry Peskov has denied any information 

pointing to the preparation for a second wave of mobilization. At the same time, mobilisation 

measures are being taken in Russian regions, while the participants of the “SMO” receive social 

benefits.  

- Escalation, nuclear threat rhetoric. In February, Russia deployed narratives and messages about the 

potential use of nuclear weapons in response to threats emanating from the West. Russian official 

media are discussing the possibility of nuclear weapons being provided to Ukraine by the West. 

Propaganda is being used by Russian propagandist, Vladimir Solovyov about a potential nuclear 

strike by Moscow in response to “threats posed to Russia”. It is claimed that the delivery of western 

arms to Ukraine pushes the world towards an apocalypse. As for the “Russian offensive” in February, 

Chechen Leader, Ramzan Kadyrov claims  that the AFRF can take Kyiv, should the order be given. 

Russians constantly share data on the losses incurred by the AFU following the success achieved by 

the Russian army thanks to its “active offensive”. In parallel to this, Russian “senators” speak of 

Ukraine’s “surrender” as Moscow is fighting Kyiv “using only half of its capacities”.  At the same time, 

coverage of missile strikes on Ukraine’s civilian infrastructure has almost disappeared from the 

Russian media. There are reports about some “explosions in Dnipro and Kherson”, as well as about 

air raid sirens going off in Ukraine.  
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- Creating the image of the West as an “enemy”, the crisis of the West, discrediting support for 

Ukraine. Russia continues to deploy systematic and extensive anti-western rhetoric by disseminating 

fake news. The West is presented as a threat to Russia and “a party to the war”. The goal pursued 

by the West is reportedly to “dismember Russia”. The Kremlin claims that “Fascist countries are 

preparing a military campaign against Russia”. Anti-American narratives are widespread. For 

example, the US President is referred to as a terrorist. Vyacheslav Volodin, Chairman of the State 

Duma, has accused Joe Biden of “blowing up Nord Stream”. The Russian Ministry of Foreign Affairs 

has issued threats targeting the USA. Also, in early February Russia claimed a lack of unity among 

European countries and the USA regarding support for Ukraine and military aid. The Russian media 

is also full of stories about massive demonstrations taking place in the EU (Germany) against this 

policy. Moscow also points to the illegitimate nature (as seen by EU citizens) of the decisions taken 

by European government regarding support for Ukraine. Moscow believes that Germany promotes 

the idea of peace talks, a move that would allegedly also be supported by Spain and Italy.  The notion 

of the lack of unity among western countries regarding a common vision for future relations with 

Russia is being promoted by the Kremlin. According to the Russian media, western societies endorse 

Putin’s policies on values, on Russian “traditional values” while there is a “moral decline of the 

West”. As for Joe Biden’s visit to Ukraine and Poland at the end of February 2023, Russian 

propagandist sources were spreading the narrative about US fatigue with Ukraine and Zelenskyy. 

Russian official media release articles on “a secret warning” sent to the Ukrainian President, in which 

it claims that that the USA would not support Ukraine. Another narrative states that “ordinary 

Americans” are not happy about support for Ukraine. Biden’s visit to Ukraine was presented by some 

Russian propagandists as a public humiliation for Russia. Russian Telegram channels called on the 

Russian government to shell Kyiv with missiles while the American President was in Kyiv. Much to 

their dismay, there was no military response from the AFRF. At the same time, Russian officials said 

that Biden’s visit was approved by Moscow, particularly the President’s security. Dmitriy Medvedev, 

Deputy Chairman of the Security Council of Russia said that Americans were “offered security 

guarantees”. Russian official media shared messages about aspersions cast by “French” and 

American politicians on Biden’s visit who they claim is “intent on dragging the world into WWIII”.  

- Discrediting Ukraine’s political leadership, rejecting the prospects of Ukraine’s integration into 

Europe. In early February, prior to Zelenskyy’s trip to the EU, Russia was actively promoting anti-

Ukrainian narratives in the context of Ukraine’s EU integration process. Messages about the fatigue 

felt by EU countries vis-à-vis Ukraine and the resistance to further support Kyiv are being promoted 

by Moscow. The Kremlin is also disseminating narratives about citizens of different EU countries 

being unhappy with Zelenskyy’s visit and Ukraine in general, since the French are supposedly being 

dragged into “the conflict with Russia”. Russian officials claim that the British oppose “financing” 

Ukraine. 

Russia is spreading narratives discrediting Zelenskyy’s trip to Great Britain, France, and Belgium. In 

the Russian information space the Ukrainian president is likened to an “indigenous peoples” 

representative, who receive beads as a present. Zelenskyy’s outfit and appearance are mocked since 

it allegedly insults senior officials in Europe. In parallel to this, the Russians are spreading the 
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narrative about Ukraine being incapable of achieving a victory without western aid. To substantiate 

the claim about western fatigue, Moscow is spreading information about some  EU countries (Austria 

being a case in point) growing weary of training Ukrainian soldiers. At the same time, Viktor 

Medvedchuk’s claims that “Ukraine’s political leadership consists of “Nazis” is also being endorsed.  

Russia is producing narratives about the discrimination of national minorities in Ukraine, in 

particular, the reprisals taken against the Hungarian minority. Messages about corruption and 

corruption scandals within the Ukrainian political leadership are numerous in Russia. The Kremlin is 

trying to defuse the situation around Moldova. According to Russian official messages, Ukraine is 

willing to take Transnistria. The Russian Ministry of Defense has said that Ukrainian troops are 

planning to capture Transnistria.  

Moscow believes that Ukraine is preparing terrorist attacks in the region close to the Russian border 

(the Bryansk oblast).  

- Integration of the “new regions” in East and South Ukraine. Another narrative claims that a number 

of Ukrainian regions, which are partly occupied by Russia, are “irreversibly lost” for Ukraine. Russians 

continue to flag up the integration of the temporarily occupied Ukrainian regions into the social and 

economic domain of Russia. The Russian Social Fund is supposed to “ensure federal support in the 

Donetsk and Luhansk People’s Republics, as well as in the Zaporizhzhia and Kherson oblasts starting 

from 1 March”. Putin has once again instructed the government to synchronize economic indicators 

with “the new Russian regions” in the next 10 years. The transitional period is due to end by 2026. 

At the same time, no official messages have been shared regarding the future administrative 

arrangements or the creation of a “new federal district”. Russian passports continue to be issued. 

Russians draw on the experience gained in Crimea in 2014 in terms of a further “integration” of the 

occupied territories of South Ukraine into Russia. Also, Russian propagandist channels are sharing 

information purporting that American experts speak of the danger arising from a potential attack on 

Crimea in view of a nuclear escalation between Russia and the West. Moscow insists that there is no 

joint position by the West on the prospects of the liberation of Crimea.  

- Shelling Ukrainian civilian infrastructure.  On the anniversary of the invasion and against a backdrop 

of messages rejecting the Ukrainian identity, Russian “war correspondents” were lamenting the poor 

results of Russian missile attacks that failed to deprive Ukraine of electricity, on their Telegram 

channels. They were pushing for these attacks to be beefed up.  

- Negotiations. Moscow insists that the goals of the “SMO” remain a priority. Dmitry Peskov has said 

that “everything can be settled at the negotiation table”. At the same time, any possibility of a 

sustainable peace agreement between Ukraine and Russia is dismissed. Medvedev, for example, 

explains it by claiming that every new Ukrainian President rescinds agreements reached previously. 

Ukraine’s agency in making decisions is being denied. Russians believe that Kyiv is dependent on 

someone (possibly the West). Russian propaganda channels are full of stories about the inability to 

conduct peace negotiations with Zelenskyy since he is a “Fascist”. According to Kadyrov, peace talks 

can only be held after Russia forces Ukraine to make concessions. At the same time, Peskov claims  

that negotiations have not taken place yet due to “instructions” from above, apparently hinting at 

the reluctance of the West to engage in peace talks with Russia. Russian Senator, Valentina 
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Matvienko, has called for the search for a peace formula that would take Russia’s real interests into 

account as well as ensure that Ukraine “does not lose its statehood”. In parallel to this, 

Medvedchuk’s ideas about the “death of the Minsk agreements” and Ukraine having lost its agency 

and statehood are being promoted. Moscow has officially backed the proposals put forward by the 

People’s Republic of China. Foreign Ministry Spokesman, Maria Zakharova commented on the 

proposals three days after they were released, claiming that Russia would support them on Russian 

terms, which implies Ukraine's neutrality, no further weapons deliveries to Ukraine, lifting economic 

sanctions imposed on Russia.  

- Rejecting Ukraine’s identity. Russia’s official propaganda media continues to disseminate anti-

Ukrainian narratives about Ukrainians being “a fictional people”. According to Russia, the concept of 

Ukrainians has been made up by Anglo-Saxons. Moscow believes that Ukraine’s European 

aspirations will destroy Europe since Ukraine is a “traitor” of Russia and will betray Europe. Russians 

continue to humiliate the Ukraine’s political leadership.  
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